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Company, 2nd Battalion, 69th Armor 
Regiment, 3rd Infantry Division, based 
at Fort Benning, GA. 

Rick’s father Richard remembers his 
son as ‘‘a great kid.’’ He also recalls 
the commitment Rick displayed in al-
ways trying to do his best. Rick grad-
uated in 2000. ‘‘He was really proud of 
that,’’ his father recalls. 

During Rick’s funeral, BG Tod 
Carmony, the deputy commander for 
the 38th Infantry Division, remarked 
upon the courage Rick displayed by en-
listing in the Army after the 9/11 at-
tacks. Rick knew it was wartime, and 
he knew the risks that he would be 
running. But, he enlisted anyway. This 
is what Brigadier General Carmony 
said about Rick: 

He understood that we have no choice but 
to win this global war on terrorism if his 
family, his community, and his country are 
to be safe. So Richard put himself on the 
line, and he died trying to keep that promise 
of safety to his family and country. 

Brigadier General Carmony also 
noted that Rick was an expert with a 
carbine and a qualified Bradley gunner. 
According to the Brigadier General, 
this ‘‘is quite an accomplishment.’’ 

Rick’s father remembers that his son 
was proud of his role in the military 
and took the dangers of it in stride. He 
said, ‘‘Rick didn’t mind at all. It was a 
job—that’s the way he looked at it.’’ 

Indeed, the Army was a job that Rick 
did exceedingly well. When he died, he 
was on his second tour of duty in Iraq. 
And according to his father, Rick had 
been sent back because the Iraq elec-
tions were approaching and they 
‘‘wanted some guys with experience in 
the country.’’ 

Well, Rick was a guy with experi-
ence—and he used that experience to 
help further the goal of democracy in 
Iraq. In fact, the day Rick died was 
also the day that millions of Iraqis 
braved death to vote for their new con-
stitution. 

As Brigadier General Carmony put it, 
‘‘By being there, Richard gave the Iraqi 
people a chance to move a step closer 
to freedom and democracy.’’ 

Rick was scheduled to return home 
in December 2005. According to his fa-
ther, he was going to take some time 
off to relax and then planned on get-
ting a job as a welder. 

Those who knew best Rick remember 
that his favorite pastime was riding 
dirt bikes. His father owns about 6 
acres of land, and Rick simply loved 
riding all over it. ‘‘He was all over the 
place,’’ his dad recalls. 

Rick also loved barbecue—steaks and 
ribs. His father said that Rick had to 
have a barbecue every time he came 
home. According to his dad, Rick ‘‘said 
it beat the MREs—[that] there was 
nothing like a home-cooked meal.’’ 

These barbecues were one of the 
many things Rick loved. He enjoyed 
life, and he especially enjoyed the sim-
ple things—like coming home to eat a 
good meal with his family. 

Specialist Hardy was a courageous 
soldier—a true hero, who always stood 

on the front lines. His Internet tribute 
Web page continues to be filled daily 
by family and friends with messages 
that serve as a living testament to 
Rick’s legacy. Rick had many people 
who loved him. 

His Aunt ‘‘Debbers’’ posted the fol-
lowing message on the tribute Web 
site. This is what she wrote: 

Ricky! You were supposed to come home 
alive and well! I guess God had other plans. 
You are so loved and missed. I know you 
didn’t want to be forgotten, but this wasn’t 
the way we wanted to remember you. May 
you at last find peace. You will always be re-
membered, especially at the family 
barbeques. 

God bless you for what you have ulti-
mately paid the price for—our freedom. Give 
Gram a hug and kiss. All our love to you. 

Rick’s Aunt Sandra posted this mes-
sage: 

To my nephew—you will be missed greatly, 
and we love you. We are also very proud of 
you and all of your comrades who are fight-
ing this war. God bless all of you. 

Rick’s body was laid to rest with full 
military honors at St. Stephen’s 
Catholic Cemetery in Bolivar. For his 
brave actions, Rick was posthumously 
awarded a Bronze Star and a Purple 
Heart. During his career with the 
Army, he was also the recipient of the 
Army Good Conduct Medal, National 
Defense Service Medal, Iraqi Campaign 
Medal, Global War on Terrorism Serv-
ice Medal, Army Service Ribbon, Com-
bat Infantryman’s Badge, and the 
Weapons Qualification Badge. 

The world is a better place since Rick 
Hardy has been in it. A young man 
with courage and a sense of adventure, 
Rick was the model of what we all hope 
our children will become. 

My wife Fran and I will continue to 
keep Rick’s father and step-mother, 
Richard and Jody, his mother Doris; 
and his sisters Kristy and Jessica in 
our thoughts and in our prayers. 

Mr. President, I suggest the absence 
of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. ISAKSON. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be dispensed with. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

SENATOR MIKE DEWINE 

Mr. ISAKSON. Mr. President, I would 
like to express my sincere appreciation 
to the Senator from Ohio for allowing 
me to intercede for a few moments. 
Since he is on the Senate floor and he 
has been so gracious as to give me this 
time—I did not come to the floor and 
will not talk long about Senator 
DEWINE, but since he is on the Senate 
floor and gave me the time, I wanted to 
express to him my grateful apprecia-
tion for his service to the Senate, not 
just the people of Ohio but the people 
of this great country. 

One of the great joys I have had as a 
Member of the Senate, having been 

elected 2 years ago, was to serve on the 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-
sions Committee with Senator DEWINE. 
One of my great joys I had early on as 
a Member of this body was to watch 
him join the Gang of 14 and break the 
logjams, allowing us to confirm Su-
preme Court Justices Alito and Rob-
erts. I worked closely with him on the 
pensions bill. Time and again, I saw his 
tireless effort on behalf of the best in-
terests of this country and in par-
ticular always the best interests of the 
people of Ohio. 

To Senator DEWINE, not to pander 
because of his graciousness in giving 
me the time but for giving me the 
unique chance to express that, we are 
all very grateful. 

f 

DELTA AIRLINES 
Mr. ISAKSON. Mr. President, I rise 

for a moment in morning business to 
address an issue that to some may ap-
pear only to affect the State of Georgia 
and maybe even in particular the city 
of Atlanta. But in practice, I say to the 
distinguished Senator from Utah who 
is in the chair and others, this is an 
issue of major import to the United 
States of America. 

An offer has been tendered for the 
purchase of Delta Airlines. Delta Air-
lines is a great American carrier that, 
like most airlines, has gone through 
terribly difficult times post-9/11. Delta 
went into bankruptcy. Delta has 
worked hard in bankruptcy to develop 
a plan to exit bankruptcy as a healthy, 
thriving, and dominate company. To 
Delta’s eternal credit, their manage-
ment committed from the beginning 
that they would honor and preserve the 
pension plans of their employees were 
we able in the U.S. Congress to mod-
ernize the pension laws in this country 
to allow them to do so. 

Thanks in no small measures to 
yourself, Mr. President, and to Senator 
HATCH as well and the 97 Members of 
this body, the pension modernization 
bill passed. We put in specific provi-
sions for the aviation industry, and 
great airlines and their employees now 
will be able to earn their pensions and 
not have them dispensed with because 
we addressed that crisis, and more im-
portantly Delta Airlines’ management 
has worked to reduce its costs, and its 
employees have voluntarily taken pay 
cuts. They have modernized their fleet. 
They have repositioned their fleet. 
They have opened international mar-
ketplaces that never before were avail-
able to people in this country. They 
have paid the heavy price that only in 
the great American free-enterprise sys-
tem are you able to do where you take 
the problems and adversity and turn 
them into opportunities. 

Now on the doorstep of exiting bank-
ruptcy and filing that petition, a hos-
tile takeover has been made to pur-
chase that great airline. 

Before I came to the Senate, I was in 
business. Nobody understands buying 
and selling companies and opportuni-
ties better than I, and no one would 
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